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Resear ch Abstract

This study has dealt with Sufism in Great Syrial Levant over the period
of crusade-Islamic conflict (491-690 AM/1098-1291AD) as well as Sufism
relationship with Muslim rulers, such as Nour El-Kin Zinki, Salahuddin and
Dhaher Bebars, who all showed much interest in Sufism and contributed
much for its development and prosperity. They sought to gain favour sufi
leaders and sheikhs, and joined them into their suites and courts as well as

armies for blessings and consultation on crucial decisions.

The study also deals with the social and cultural aspects of Sufism, for
it had a crucia role in the reformation of both the individual and society
through being committed to the Islamic duty of giving advice and prohibition
of misdeeds. Sufism also contributed for the allebiation of suffering that befell
upon the society as well as individuals as a result of the Crusade invasion of
Great SyrialLevant. Sufi members had anti effective role in enriching and
reviring the litrary life in Great Syria Which appeared in the works of sufi
scholars in the form of great and useful books and researches in literature,
poetry, prose, psychology, as they specialized in psychologyical diseases
causes and ttreatment. Sufism also contributed for the spread of sunni doctrine

al over Great Syriareplaeing Shiism being propagated by the Fatimade stae.

Moreover, the study has highlighted the decisive position of Sufism on
the crusades campaign who plagued the Levant with the worst massacres
against the Moslems. The Crusades killed around seventy thousands Moslems
inside the Al Agsa Mosgue in Jerusalem whom were mostly Sufis living next

to the Mosque and holding regular prayers.



This terrible and ugly event was one major reason to charge up the
followers of Sufism to avenge the death of their sheikhs and leaders whom
were massacred by the crusades. Perhaps , this reason was also an incentive
for Sufis participation in most of the battles that were fought between the
Moslems and the Crusades. And that what made Saladin , at the end of the
battle of Hitten, bring crusaders soldiers and espatarian leaders into his tent
and give each Sufi a sword to cut the head of each crusader. This event ,
in addition to victory of Moslems against the crusaders at Hitten, was a major
reason behind the flourishing of Sufi Movement in Palestine in particular and

the Levant in general.

The Research has touched upon the main reasons why Al Ghazali did
not join in fighting the crusaders and did not incite resisting and fighting in

his writings.

The researcher discussed the major reason behind the outs pread of
Sufism during that era to the extent that it was known as the Golden Era of
Sufism. The study looks, in details into the natural disasters that struck the
society in levant, such as earthquakes, floods, fires and hunger which had
been major rales in making people find refuge in Allah and Sufi quarters

where they find peace and scurity in addition to clothing and food."
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